
September 5, 2021 
 
Dear Families of Incoming 5th Graders, 
 
 Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year! My name is Amanda Harnedy and I am one of the 
5th grade teachers at St. Patrick School this year. I feel very lucky to be part of the St. Patrick family 
and am so excited to get to know your child! I will be teaching Math and Social Studies to both 5th 
grade classes, as well as Religion to my homeroom (5-2). Mrs. Jennifer Guerriero will carry out the 
rest of the academic instruction by teaching Science and Language Arts to all 5th graders, as well as 
Religion to her own homeroom (5-1). Together, we will be working to ensure that your child 
receives a well-rounded Catholic education, no matter what is to come this year. 
 

Although the current state of the world carries some uncertainties for our schoolyear, I am 
extremely committed to making sure your child learns a variety of new religion, mathematics, and 
social studies concepts in a safe and sanitary environment. To do this, there will be certain safety and 
health protocols in place to ensure the safety of all who are involved. Some of these routines have 
carried over from last year, whereas other policies have been eradicated. These also may change 
throughout the schoolyear, so I thank you in advance for your patience and understanding going 
forward! 
 
A Few Important Points to Note for the 2021-2022 Schoolyear: 

- Lockers will be utilized this year. Students can store supplies and materials in both their 
desks and lockers. 

- Students will be going to Mrs. Guerriero’s classroom for science and language arts. 
There are two minutes in between each period, allowing for students to gather the 
appropriate materials and move from one classroom to the next. 

- There will be scheduled mask breaks. Students will be given opportunities to remove 
their masks for a few minutes at a time at their desk. Students may remove their masks if 
they are seated and have been given the clear ‘OK’ to remove their mask. 

 
Math 
 Here at St. Patrick School, our 5th graders will be learning new mathematical concepts 
through the GoMath! curriculum. Each student will have a write-in soft cover textbook to go along 
with each lesson. We will start this year off by reviewing material from 4th grade and gaining 
proficiency in place value, multiplication, and evaluating expressions. We will then go on to learn 
how to divide whole numbers and carry out all operations with decimals and fractions. Lastly, we 
will finish the year by working with algebra, different units of measure, and geometric shapes. To go 
along with lessons from the textbook, I plan on incorporating as many real-life scenarios as much as 
possible so students may see how they can use their new math skills in the future. 
 
Social Studies 
 We will be using the myWorld Interactive: Building Our Nation textbook for our social 
studies lessons. This year, your student will be learning about Ancient Native American Civilizations, 
the Age of Exploration, Colonial Settlements, the American Revolution, the Constitution, the Civil 
War, and more! I will be supplementing all of our social studies lessons with fun, interactive 
technology from websites like National Geographic, Time for Kids, Google Earth, and Newsela, as 
well as giving students the chance to work with primary and secondary documents. 
 



Religion 
 This year, we will be utilizing the text Blest Are We (RCL Benzinger 2018) for most of our 
Religion lessons. In the 5th grade, we make it a point to focus on the sacraments and their 
importance to each child’s faith. Over the course of the schoolyear, we will be working with the 
Bible. To do this, we will be reading and understanding the Gospel each Friday, as well as exploring 
different scriptures in the Bible together. Each student should have their own copy of the student 
Bible listed on the supply list, which they will continue to use for the rest of their education at St. 
Patrick School. Other topics we will make sure to cover this year include the Rosary, saints, 
Christian character traits, Catholic holidays and holy days. 
 
General Information 
 All information regarding homework, tests, and different assignments will be posted on a 
‘Homework Board’ in my classroom, as well as on my section of our school website at 
www.spssmith.org under ‘Class Pages’. Grades will be available for viewing on the Parent Portal of 
the PowerSchool Gradebook. PowerSchool really is a wonderful tool that can monitor your child’s 
progress and open communication between teachers, administrators, and families. If you have any 
questions regarding signing up for an account or you are having any technical issues, please contact 
Dr. Christine Pacinello, our Media Coordinator for the 2021-2022 school year.  

Also, all cell phones must be powered off and remain in the students’ backpacks during 
school hours. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

If you have absolutely any questions or concerns regarding any of the information above, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at aharnedy7172@spssmith.org. I am very much looking 
forward to meeting and working with your child this year and I cannot wait for the first day of 
school! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Amanda Harnedy 


